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Kuku was keen to introduce fruit into the
children’s diet; fruit is expensive — a rare treat.
Now every child has a piece of fruit once a week,
on a Sunday. When I heard this, I felt ashamed at
how casually I buy fruit and how I often throw it
out because it has gone slightly off. Six young
children, five or six years old, are brought in, sit
cross legged on the floor, and eat the left overs
from our lunch. Nothing is ever wasted. Food
prices rose by 19 per cent last year, but Kuku is
keen to emphasise the positives; the children now
have dining tables and no longer eat off the floor.
The beds have mattresses, although the children
sleep 16 to a room. They have three vegetarian
meals a day. Nonetheless, Kuku worries about
how to fix the collapsed boundary wall, whether
two sisters, very gifted dancers, could train to

become professionals, how to cover medical bills.

Kuku is keen to show us around. A baby unit
has just been completed and two babies, Adi and
Annie, had arrived shortly before our visit. Adi’s
mother disappeared from hospital immediately
after her birth and could not be traced. Annie’s
mother, a single parent, could not support her
child. Annie was born prematurely and was
expected to die but she survived and was brought
to PUSS.

Every child has a story. I am introduced to
Shanti. She is about seven. Her father was a
snake charmer, but both parents died. She was
sent to live with her ‘Auntie” who sent her out to
beg from early morning, without food. When she
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children at assembly. Shanti, above right and Lucy, in the panel have been helped by Kuku, opposite holding Annie

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Even small donations go a long way at PUSS. If
you would like to contribute, please go to
www.orissa.org.uk, and follow the instructions
for donating on-line. Or, you can send a cheque

payable to Friends of the Children of Orissa, 37
Filgrave, Bucks, MK169ET, England. If you are a
British taxpayer, be sure to fill in the ‘giftaid’
form, so that the school can benefit from the
Chancellor’s generosity as well as your own.

returned her Auntie told her to go out and find
food to eat. Crying with hunger, she had to beg
for food from restaurants and hotels.

One day she got on a train. She did not know
where she was going or where she came from.
She got off the train in Bhubaneswar. She was
fluent in Hindi but spoke no Oriya. Police found
her crying on the railway station and eventually
she was placed with PUSS. She was about six
years old at the time. She is settling down and
learning Oriya. She is wary, cautious of strangers,
but she is gradually coming out of her shell.

There was great joy. Lucy, aged 18 months,
had been left at PUSS by her mother who could
not feed her; she was severely malnourished, had
stunted growth and could not stand.

Now, six months on, her carer came running
up to us and Kuku. “Come and see Lucy.
Quickly”. We ran to the baby unit. Lucy, now

two, was standing shakily, on her own, surround-
ed by beaming children and staff.

PUSS provides a safe and loving environment
for the children and tries to give them the skills
to live and work within society when they leave.

Thanks to the recent generosity of a donor,
PUSS is planning to set up a computer training
suite. Some girls will learn IT skills, which will
equip them to work in India’s burgeoning out-
sourcing market.

There are girls who have achieved remarkable
success on leaving PUSS; one girl is studying
aeronautical engineering, several are training as
nurses, many have found tailoring jobs or work
as government child care assistants.

However, just as important, are those who
have married, had children, who are living
happy, normal lives thanks to the experience of
living at PUSS.
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